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1783-93 he had restored purity to the Government of
the country and had initiated a notable series of
cautious conservative reforms. During the eight years
of war, 1793-1801, although he had shown none of his
father's genius for military affairs, he had inrpired the
nation with a high courage and with an invincible
determination to resist revolution. After the three years'
interval of Addington's administration, he came back
(May, 1804) broken in health, though still full of spirit.
The enormous labours and the appalling anxieties of
the next two years wore him out, and he died, at the
early age of forty-six, in January, 1806.
When, in 1804, Pitt undertook the task of re-forming
the Government, he was most desirous, in view of the
critical condition of affairs, to effect a coalition of all
the talents. In criticism of Addington he had been
closely associated with Grenville and Windham, who
carried on the Whig traditions of Edmund Burke, and
with Charles James Fox, who led the more radical
section of the Opposition. He therefore wished to in-
clude Grenville, Windham, and Fox, together with
some of their colleagues, in his Ministry. George III.,
however, had never modified his intense detestation
and disapproval of Fox, and he absolutely refused to
see him or to consider his admission to office. In those
circumstances, Grenville and Windham declined to
accept appointment, and Pitt was left to do the best he
could with Tories. He managed to construct some sort
of a Cabinet out of Eldon, Hawkesbury, Castlereagh,
Camden, and the like.
The one colossal task of the new administration was,
of course, to meet the attack of Napoleon, who, in the
very month of Pitt's accession to office, had assumed
the title of hereditary Emperor of the French. The
Emperor—undisputed master of half Europe, and free
from all Continental distractions—was bent on the in-
vasion and destruction of Britain. He was collecting a
large and splendidly appointed army in the vicinity of

